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poor nations." They were equally determined to punish the King's instruments. At the close of the first war, the army had shown itself more merciful than the Parliament, but the second war made it fierce, implacable, and resolute to exact blood for blood. Fairfax's execution of Lucas and Lisle, two royalist leaders taken at Colchester, " in part of avenge for the innocent blood they have caused to be spilt," was a sign of this change of temper.
Cromwell shared this vindictive feeling towards the authors of the second war. When he took Pembroke, he excepted certain persons from the terms of the capitulation and reserved them for future punishment.
" The persons excepted/' he wrote to Parliament, " are such as have formerly served you in a very good cause ; but being now apostatised, I did rather make election of them than of those who had always been for the King ; judging their iniquity double, because they have sinned against so much light, and against so many evidences of Divine Providence going along with and prospering a just cause, in the management of which they themselves had a share."
He was equally exasperated against those who had promoted the Scottish invasion.
" This," he said, " is a more prodigious treason than any that hath been perfected before ; because the former quarrel was that Englishmen might rule over one another, this to vassalise us to a foreign nation. And their fault that appeared in this summer's business is certainly double to theirs who were in the first, because